


Alexander Hamilton pages:

Look at this beautiful painting of a man. This particular man is the one who started Silk City. He has
a great name. His name is Alexander Hamilton. 

Long ago, all the people in Silk City worked in the factories and mills that Alexander Ha m i l t o n
helped to build. A lot of the mills made silk, and that’s why this city has the nickname of  Silk City. 

On Silk City’s flag there’s a picture of a boy planting a mulberry tree, because mulberry trees go into
making silk. And there are mulberry trees all over the city.

( Paterson teachers: I can think of two places where we can find Alexander
Hamilton. Do you know where that it? Hint: his is looking at the Wa t e rf a l l s
d ow n t own. He is a statue!)
2. He is also on a piece of paper that we like to have. He’s on a five dollar bill!
L e t’s look at the Flag or the Seal of Silk City. T h e re is the boy planting the mul-
b e r ry tree. Let’s find a mulberry tree in our neighborhood. Bring in a leaf.
( Paterson teachers: This painting of Alexander Hamilton is in the Me t ro p o l i t a n
Museum of Art, in the American Wing. The Me t ropolitan Museum of Art was
able to become a great  museum because a Paterson locomotive manufacture r,
Jacob S. Rogers, gave $5 million to the museum in 1902. The Rogers Fund is
used to buy art of all  kinds for the museum. Go to the Me t ropolitan Mu s e u m
and find items purchased by the Rogers Fund. They are eve ry w h e re, and are eve ry
Pa t e r s o n i a n’s link to a great museum.)

Lesson 1 Wind pages

L e t’s begin our story. It was a ve ry windy day in Silk City. All the people who live and work in Si l k
City lost their hats that day. The hats blew high into the air. 

What do you know about these hats? Can you tell who the hat might belong to?

A B oy Named Wit, pages 10-11

He re is our friend named Wit. Wit l ikes to wear a pointed hat. He calls it his Thinking Cap.
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Thinking Cap pages 8-9

Wi t’s Thinking Cap lights up whenever he has a bright idea. 

Mu l b e r ry Tree pages 14-15

On this Windy Day in Silk City, Wit and his friend the cat, Mi t t’ns, met in their favorite junkyard
underneath the mulberry tree. They had something to talk about. 

Ju n k y a rds are tre a s u re houses and tell us a lot about our city and its occupations.
Visit one, but be care f u l .

Silk City Bee pages 16-17

T h e re was a big story in the newspaper about a mysterious inventor who was going to make flying
c a n d y. Wit read the newspaper story. It says: (read the page). The newspaper also has a funny cart o o n
in it. 

Many years ago in Paterson, there was a newspaper called the Bee. What is the
name of our newspaper today? Find a story or picture you like in the new s p a p e r
and bring it in. Tell why you like it.

Kite in the Air pages 22-23

Wit and Mi t t’ns heard a bird singing and looked into the sky. They saw their friend the bird Tw i t t e r.
Twitter was telling them about a mysterious kite f lying in the sky. Twitter sang, “Do you believe it?
Do you hear it? Do you see it?”  

Do you see birds in your neighborhood? What do they look like? What do they
sound like?
Make a kite from the lessons in Squeaky Chalk, and fly it.

Kite Chase pages 24-25

Wit and Mi t t’ns ran through the town, following the kite. 
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He re, here pages 26-27

The kite was flying behind the trees. From up high, Twitter saw where the kite was going. It was
going to the waterfall in the middle of Silk City. Twitter called out, “HERE HERE OV E R HERE!”  

Does anyone know where this waterfall is? Ha ve you been to see it? Collect pic-
t u res of the Great Falls. For a class trip: all go and vistit the waterf a l l .

Tam O Shanter pages 28-29

In front of an old mill building at the base of the falls was Professor Thistle. He was wearing a Scots
hat, the Tam O Sh a n t e r, and he was testing the wind with his kite. Wit asked Professor Thistle to tell
him more about flying candy, but all Professor Thistle said was, “Wait and see.” 

Di f f e rent countries have different languages and costumes. Learn some word s
f rom different languages, and study hats.
The Scots we re ve ry influential in founding many towns and cities. Study Scots.

Mulberries pages 42-43

Wit, Mi t t’ns and Twitter couldn’t find out anything more about flying candy. They soon forgot about
it, and spent their days doing what they pleased, playing near the junk yard and eating mulberries.

Has anyone eaten a mulberry ?

D rawing at night pages 44-45

Wit liked things that fly, and he liked drawing, and he liked all kinds of lights. One night he had a
bright idea. He tried drawing fireflies at night by the light of a flashlight

Has anyone seen a firefly? What is it? What makes it glow? Can you draw in the
d a rk? Can you color in the dark? Do the colors look the same in the light?

Museum pages 48-49

One day Wit and Mi t t’ns saw a poster about a Wild Cat exhibit and decided to go to the Silk City
Mu s e u m .
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Hubcap pages 50-51

They liked to go to the Silk City Museum, but they didn’t like going past the fence with the bad dog.

Hall of Apes pages 52-53

They ran quickly past the bad dog and into the wonderful Silk City Museum of This and That, where
the first exhibit is the Hall of Apes. And here is a cute ape, who looks soft and fuzzy. His fur is white.
Maybe he is one of those apes from Japan, who lives in the snow.

Look up all kinds of apes. What is a museum? Ha ve you been to many?

Hall of Prickles pages 54-55

T h e re are lots of things to see in the Silk City Museum. T h e re’s the Hall of Prickles, about all things
p r i c k l y.

Collect and exhibit prickly things, soft things, etc. St a rt a museum.

Docent pages 56-57

The Docent was in the Silk City Museum as usual. A Docent is a helper who tells you lots of intere s t-
ing things about the museum. Today she was talking about Pt e rodactyls. She said, “Some ptero d a c t y l s
had 15-foot wingspans. Others we re as small as Twitter bird s . ”

Ap a t o s a u rus pages 62-63

The Docent continued through the Hall of Dinosaurs. She told Wit something interesting about
chalk. It is made of ancient sea cre a t u res. People didn’t know that dinosaurs lived a long time ago
until they found dinosaur bones buried in a ve ry old chalk quarry in England. The Docent also told
Wit how to make chalk fizz and disappear. 

What is a quarry? It’s a place where you dig to find minerals, gems, and other
buried things.
Find Professor Hu x l e y’s lecture “On a Piece of Chalk,” and glean information
f rom it. 
Try the Do c e n t’s chalk experiment.
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Hi s t o ry Ga rden pages 68-69

In the Silk City Museum is a Hi s t o ry Ga rden, with statues of all the great inventors who built things
in Silk City. What do we see? Aircraft Engines, Locomotives, Submaries, and Silk. “Silk City will soon
boast of Professor T h i s t l e’s new invention, Flying Candy!”

Wild Cats Exhibit pages 70-71

L e t’s not forget the reason we came to the Silk City Museum, the Wild Cats and Pu s s ycats Ex h i b i t .
Mi t t’ns saw himself in the mirro r, and then Wit and Mi t t’ns studied a ferocious tiger.

Wing Rings pages 76-77

After a visit to the Museum Gift Sh o p, ..(turn the page...)

Fence Sh a d ows pages 78-79

Wit and Mi t t’ns left the museum to head for home. It was late in the day and the shadows we re long,
making stripes fall across Mi t t’ns, almost like a tiger. ROAW R R R R !

Study shadows of all kinds, at different time of day.
Make some shadows and trace them.

Hubcap & Sh a d ow pages 80-81

When Wit and Mi t t’ns came to the bad dog, Mi t t n’s had a bright idea! Sh a d ow stripes made him look
like a tiger, and he scared the bad dog!  HMMMmm H M M M m m m HMMMmm says the dog. “Could
it be that Mi t t’ns, a cat born in the junkyard, is descended from the tiger?”

Autumn Leaf pages 86-87

After Summer comes Autumn, or Fall. The bad dog was asleep in his junk yard, and Wit start e d
school in the fall . 

A Gi rl Named Patience pages 88-89

At school we make new friends. Wit made a new friend that ye a r. Her name is Pa t i e n c e .
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Patience pages 88-89

And here is Patience. She has beautiful hair!

Mu l b e r ry Fe s t i val pages 

Fall is also the time for festivals. Silk City had a big Mu l b e r ry Fe s t i val, celberating the mulberry tre e .
T h e re was an art exhibit, a design contest, and a Cake Walk. The whole city celebrated. And here is a
map of Silk City. 

What do we see in the map of Silk City? (Paterson teachers: The Lenape River is
the Passaic Rive r. Lenape Indians once lived here. L’ Enfant Falls is the Gre a t
Falls. Pa t e r s o n’s street plan was designed by Pi e r re Charles L’ Enfant at the same
time that he designed Washington DC, 1792. The Ta rtan Sweet Candy Company
is the Colt Gun Mill, on what is known as the AT P Site, the place where the
water raceways and canals came from the falls and powe red the earliest mills.)

Dig a Hole pages 104-105

As part of a school program, Wit, Mi t t’ns and Patience did some archeaology for the Silk City
Museum, and uncove red toys that children of Silk City played with long ago.

( Paterson teachers: You will see these toys among the Dublin artifacts in the
Paterson Mu s e u m . )
Project: Bu ry an old toy. Make a time capsule.

Bubble Lesson pages 108-109

Su d d e n l y, soap bubbles begin to drift down out of the sky. High above them, Wit, Mi t t’ns and
Patience see Professor Thistle the inventor in hot air balloon in the shape of Pegasus, the flying horse.

Make soap bubbles. Study their reflections and their flight indoors and out.

Smoke Lesson pages 112-113

Professor Thistle says, “ The bubbles show that my Pegasus Candy will  fly on the wind.” Twitter is
flying up above them in the smoke from the flying macine, singing, “MADGE M A D G E
M A D G E P U T O N YO U R T E A K E TT L E E TT L E E TT L E ! ”
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Bubble Jam pages 104-105

The entire Silk City is flooded with soap bubbles! ! ! It’s a bubble jam! BEEP B E E P ! E E E K ! H E L P !

Silk City Bee pages 116-117

In the newspaper there are many stories about recent events. (Read the paper.) And of course there is
an interesting and thought-provoking comic. Do n’t forget to read the weather re p o rt. 

Sn ow pages 118-119

The weather grows colder, and fall turnd to winter in Silk City.

Weasel Mountain pages 128-129

Wit and Patience take their sled up Weasel mountain for a ride. Mi t t’ns comes along. When they get
near the top, they see Professor Thistle in his ballon again, this time towing a banner in the sky. W h a t
does the banner say? 
Twitter is there too, singing, “W H E R E W H E R E A L L TO G E T H E R D OW N T H E H I L L ! ”

Does our town have a mountain? Ha ve you ever been there? (Paterson teachers:
Weasel Mountain is the old name for what is now called Ga r ret Mountain. Vi s i t
the nature center on the top of Ga r ret Mountain and look through the telescope
at Silk City below. )

Sled pages 132-133

Wit, Patience and Mi t t’ns hop onto their sled and down they go! Faster and Faster! FA S T E R A N D
FASTER! FA S T E R A N D FASTER! Then.... They hit a bump! 

Mogul pages 134-135

A snow bump going downhill is called a mogul. This one was made by a bear sleeping under the snow.
BUMP! Hey! Wit, Mi t t’ns and Patience fly into the air.

At the Bottom pages 136, 137

They land in a heap at the bottom of the mountain. (Read from the pages)
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Pegasus Candies we re flying eve ry w h e re pages 138-139

( Read aloud from the pages)

What are the people doing to try to catch the candy?
Thinking time: How would you catch the flying candy? What could Pro f e s s o r
Thistle do to make it easier to keep?

Silk City Bee pages 140-141

T h e re was a big article in the Silk City Bee the next day, re p o rting on the goings-on. (Read the
p a p e r. )
T h e re was also an interesting article about some clouds that we re seen in the shape of animals. And
d o n’t forget to read the weather re p o rt .

Go cloud watching. Read Ro b e rt Burns poem about a mousie. Look at Vi k
Mu n i z’s art, and make some like it.

Professor Thistle abandoned his invention pages 142-143

( Read from the page.)

Pa rachute pages 144-145

Looking down from the balloon, you can see the Falls, the Submarine, and the Colt Gun Mill, which
was made into a museum. It’s a lovely view! Unless you don’t like to fly.  Mi t t’ns doesn’t like to fly.
( Read from the page.) What do Wit and Patience do to help Mi t t n’s ?

This is a view of the AT P Site, made into a wonderful museum and park .

Squeaky Chalk instructions pages 146-147

Down he floats in a basket with a big parachute. Twitte guides the way. Can anyone think of what
Twitter might say? Raise your hand. (If nothing, then you say, DOW N H E R E ! D OW N H E R E ! )

Try coloring with pastels.
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Silk City Scrap pages 152-153

The wind blows gently, Twitter keeps a careful watch over his friend,  and Mi t t n’s floats safely back
home to the Silk City junk yard that he loves. 
And that is the end of the story of SQU E A K Y CHALK. 

Daffodils are coming up, and the mulberry tree is getting new leaves. Do yo u
k n ow what time of year that means?

After Reading, You can Dr a w
Distribute paper and crayons. Pre p a re in advance a set of photocopies of drawing lessons from the
book. Ha ve each child come and pick a drawing lesson, take it to his or her place, and draw from it.
When the children finish one drawing, they bring that drawing lesson back and exchange it for anoth-
e r. This activity goes on until the class time period is ove r.

Wing Rings
Photocopy the Wing Rings pages and cut them out and assemble to make wing rings and bracelets.
For children with fatter or thinner fingers, Draw your own Wing Rings with longer or shorter bands
than the ones in the book, and cut those out and assemble.
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Sh ow the book:
The name of this book is Squeaky Chalk. Joy
Sikorski wrote it and she also drew all the picture s .
What do you call a person who writes a book? An
Au t h o r. And a person who makes the pictures? An
i l l u s t r a t o r.

Squeaky Chalk is a book about a city. What is the
name of our city? (Paterson, New Je r s e y.) Our city
has a nickname, does anyone know (Pa t e r s o n’s )
nickname? (Silk City. )

Sh ow SQU E A K Y CHALK title page:

Squeaky Chalk we meet Tw i t t e r, a bird. We meet
Wit, a boy. We meet Mi t t’ns, a cat.



Pages 6-7, O.

This book also will show us how to draw. Do e s
e ve ryone know what this letter is? Oh !
If you know how to make letters, you alre a d y
k n ow how to draw. With this oh you can draw a
piece of chalk. What do you think these lines
mean? They mean that this chalk is squeaking.
S QU E A K !

Alexander Hamilton pages:

Look at this beautiful painting of a man. This par-
ticular man is the one who started Silk City. He
has a great name. His name is Alexander
Hamilton. 

Long ago, all the people in Silk City worked in the
factories and mills that Alexander Hamilton helped
to build. A lot of the mills made silk, and that’s
why this city has the nickname of  Silk City. 

On Pa t e r s o n’s flag there’s a picture of a boy planti-
ng a mulberry tree, because mulberry trees go into
making silk. And there are mulberry trees all ove r



the city.

Lesson 1 Wind pages

L e t’s begin our story. It was a ve ry windy day in
Silk City. All the people who live and work in Si l k
City lost their hats that day. The hats blew high
into the air. 

A B oy Named Wit, pages 10-11

He re is our friend named Wit. Wit likes to wear a
pointed hat. He calls it his Thinking Cap.

Thinking Cap pages 8-9

Wi t’s Thinking Cap lights up whenever he has a
bright idea. 

Mu l b e r ry Tree pages 14-15

On this Windy Day in Silk City, Wit and his
friend the cat, Mi t t’ns, met in their favorite junk-
y a rd underneath the mulberry tree. They had



something to talk about. 

Silk City Bee pages 16-17

T h e re was a big story in the newspaper about a
mysterious inventor who was going to make flying
c a n d y. Wit read the newspaper story. It says: (re a d
the page). The newspaper also has a funny cart o o n
in it. 

Kite in the Air pages 22-23

Wit and Mi t t’ns heard a bird singing and looked
into the sky. They saw their friend the bird
Tw i t t e r. Twitter was telling them about a mysteri-
ous kite flying in the sky. Twitter sang, “Do yo u
b e l i e ve it? Do you hear it? Do you see it?”  

Kite Chase pages 24-25

Wit and Mi t t’ns ran through the town, follow i n g
the kite. 



He re, here pages 26-27

The kite was flying behind the trees. From up
high, Twitter saw where the kite was going. It was
going to the waterfall in the middle of Silk City.
Twitter called out, “HERE HERE OV E R HERE!”  

Tam O Shanter pages 28-29

In front of an old mill building at the base of the
falls was Professor Thistle. He was wearing a Scots
hat, the Tam O Sh a n t e r, and he was testing the
wind with his kite. Wit asked Professor Thistle to
tell him more about flying candy, but all Pro f e s s o r
Thistle said was, “Wait and see.” 

Mulberries pages 42-43

Wit, Mi t t’ns and Twitter couldn’t find out any-
thing more about flying candy. They soon forgot
about it, and spent their days doing what they
pleased, playing near the junk yard and eating
m u l b e r r i e s .



D rawing at night pages 44-45

Wit liked things that fly, and he liked drawing,
and he liked all kinds of lights. One night he had
a bright idea. He tried drawing fireflies at night by
the light of a flashlight.

Museum pages 48-49

One day Wit and Mi t t’ns saw a poster about a
Wild Cat exhibit and decided to go to the Si l k
City Mu s e u m .

Hubcap pages 50-51

They liked to go to the Silk City Museum, but
they didn’t like going past the fence with the bad
d o g .



Hall of Apes pages 52-53

They ran quickly past the bad dog and into the
w o n d e rful Silk City Museum of This and T h a t ,
w h e re the first exhibit is the Hall of Apes. And
h e re is a cute ape, who looks soft and fuzzy. Hi s
fur is white. Maybe he is one of those apes fro m
Japan, who lives in the snow.

Hall of Prickles pages 54-55

T h e re are lots of things to see in the Silk City
Museum. T h e re’s the Hall of Prickles, about all
things prickly.

Docent pages 56-57

The Docent was in the Silk City Museum as usual.
A Docent is a helper who tells you lots of intere s t-
ing things about the museum. Today she was talk-
ing about Pt e rodactyls. She said, “Some ptero-
dactyls had 15-foot wingspans. Others we re as



small as Twitter bird s . ”

Ap a t o s a u rus pages 62-63

The Docent continued through the Hall of
Dinosaurs. She told Wit something intere s t i n g
about chalk. It is made of ancient sea cre a t u re s .
People didn’t know that dinosaurs lived a long
time ago until they found dinosaur bones buried
in a ve ry old chalk quarry in England. The Do c e n t
also told Wit how to make chalk fizz and disap-
p e a r. 

Hi s t o ry Ga rden pages 68-69

In the Silk City Museum is a Hi s t o ry Ga rden, with
statues of all the great inventors who built things
in Silk City. What do we see? Aircraft En g i n e s ,
L o c o m o t i ves, Submaries, and Silk. “Silk City will
soon boast of Professor T h i s t l e’s new inve n t i o n ,
Flying Candy!”



Wild Cats Exhibit pages 70-71

L e t’s not forget the reason we came to the Si l k
City Museum, the Wild Cats and Pu s s yc a t s
Exhibit. Mi t t’ns saw himself in the mirro r, and
then Wit and Mi t t’ns studied a ferocious tiger.

Wing Rings pages 76-77

After a visit to the Museum Gift Sh o p, ..(turn the
p a g e . . . )

Fence Sh a d ows pages 78-79

Wit and Mi t t’ns left the museum to head for
home. It was late in the day and the shadows we re
long, making stripes fall across Mi t t’ns, almost like
a tiger. ROAW R R R R !



Hubcap & Sh a d ow pages 80-81

When Wit and Mi t t’ns came to the bad dog,
Mi t t n’s had a bright idea! Sh a d ow stripes made
him look like a tiger, and he scared the bad dog!
H M M M m m H M M M m m m HMMMmm says the
dog. “Could it be that Mi t t’ns, a cat born in the
j u n k y a rd, is descended from the tiger?”

Autumn Leaf pages 86-87

After Summer comes Autumn, or Fall. The bad
dog was asleep in his junk yard, and Wit start e d
school in the fall. 

A Gi rl Named Patience pages 88-89

At school we make new friends. Wit made a new
friend that ye a r. Her name is Pa t i e n c e .

Patience pages 88-89

And here is Patience. She wears ribbons in her



h a i r !

Mu l b e r ry Fe s t i val pages 

Fall is also the time for festivals. Silk City had a
big Mu l b e r ry Fe s t i val, celberating the mulberry
t ree. T h e re was an art exhibit, a design contest,
and a Cake Walk. The whole city celebrated. And
h e re is a map of Silk City. 

Dig a Hole pages 104-105

As part of a school program, Wit, Mi t t’ns and
Patience did some archeaology for the Silk City
Museum, and uncove red toys that children of Si l k
City played with long ago.

Bubble Lesson pages 108-109

Su d d e n l y, soap bubbles begin to drift down out of
the sky. High above them, Wit, Mi t t’ns and
Patience see Professor Thistle the inventor in hot
air balloon in the shape of Pegasus, the flying
h o r s e .



Smoke Lesson pages 112-113

Professor Thistle says, “ The bubbles show that my
Pegasus Candy will fly on the wind.” Twitter is fly-
ing up above them in the smoke from the flying
macine, singing, “MADGE M A D G E M A D G E
P U T O N YO U R T E A K E TT L E E TT L E E TT L E ! ”

Bubble Jam pages 104-105

The entire Silk City is flooded with soap bubbles! !
! It’s a bubble jam! BEEP B E E P ! E E E K ! H E L P !

Silk City Bee pages 116-117

In the newspaper there are many stories about
recent events. (Read the paper.) And of course
t h e re is an interesting and thought-provo k i n g
comic. Do n’t forget to read the weather re p o rt. 

Sn ow pages 118-119



The weather grows colder, and fall turnd to winter
in Silk City.

Weasel Mountain pages 128-129

Wit and Patience take their sled up Weasel moun-
tain for a ride. Mi t t’ns comes along. When they
get near the top, they see Professor Thistle in his
ballon again, this time towing a banner in the sky.
What does the banner say? 
Twitter is there too, singing, “W H E R E W H E R E
A L L TO G E T H E R D OW N T H E H I L L ! ”

Sled pages 132-133

Wit, Patience and Mi t t’ns hop onto their sled and
d own they go! Faster and Faster! FA S T E R A N D
FASTER! FA S T E R A N D FASTER! Then.... T h e y
hit a bump! 

Mogul pages 134-135

A snow bump going downhill is called a mogul.
This one was made by a bear sleeping under the
s n ow. BUMP! Hey! Wit, Mi t t’ns and Patience fly



into the air.

At the Bottom pages 136, 137

They land in a heap at the bottom of the moun-
tain. (Read from the pages)

Pegasus Candies we re flying eve ry w h e re pages 138-
1 3 9

( Read aloud from the pages)

Silk City Bee pages 140-141

T h e re was a big article in the Silk City Bee the
next day, re p o rting on the goings-on. (Read the
p a p e r. )
T h e re was also an interesting article about some
clouds that we re seen in the shape of animals. And
d o n’t forget to read the weather re p o rt .

Professor Thistle abandoned his invention pages 142-
1 4 3



( Read from the page.)

Pa rachute pages 144-145

Looking down from the balloon, you can see the
Falls, the Submarine, and the Colt Gun Mi l l ,
which was made into a museum. It’s a lovely view !
Unless you don’t like to fly.  Mi t t’ns doesn’t like to
f l y. (Read from the page.) What do Wit and
Patience do to help Mi t t n’s ?

Squeaky Chalk instructions pages 146-147

Down he floats in a basket with a big parachute.
Twitte guides the way. Can anyone think of what
Twitter might say? Raise your hand. (If nothing,
then you say, DOW N H E R E ! D OW N H E R E ! )

Silk City Scrap pages 152-153

The wind blows gently, Twitter keeps a care f u l
watch over his friend,  and Mi t t n’s floats safely
back home to the Silk City junk yard that he love s .



And that is the end of the story of SQU E A K Y
CHALK. 
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